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the house. But that she did not think strange, for she had
forgotten that he once ruled the world. She did not eat or
drink. Finally, noticing that the bald patch he had disliked
was visible, she fetched some bay leaves and made a garland
and crowned him; and then she was contented, though she
still sat at his side, rocking.

When Antonius knocked at the door, she bade the whimper-
ing servants admit him. He entered with his two brothers
and stood looking at the dead man whom he had served for
ten years, and thought that he had never seen him resting
until now; and all that was generous in him kindled and
drew the heart out of him. He knelt and kissed Caesar's right
hand, which was torn where it had grasped one of the daggers.

Then he spoke to Calpurnia. * * As your husband's colleague
in the consulship, I have come to claim his papers, and any
public funds that are here."

Galpurnia rose, eager to get rid of all such evidences of
Caesar's troubling past. She hurried from the room, and
Antonius was left with his two brothers.

"I thought those blunderers would have neglected to come
here."

But his elation faded again as he looked at Caesar, at the
mangled body, at the man so immeasurably greater than his
slayers.

"By God, Caesar," he cried, passionately, grinding his teeth,
his chest heaving, "they have carved you for their dish, and
I'll" make them swallow the meat though they vomit out
their guts."

Lucius nodded his head with slow decision, his eyes turned
broodingly inwards. Gaius whistled softly.

Her arms piled with tablets and papyrus-rolls, Calpurnia
returned. She threw the bundles on the floor. "There is
more, much more," she said, wearily, passing her hand over
her brow. "Please take it all. And the money too." She
wanted to be alone with Caesar again, though she knew she
would not close her eyes in sleep until the body was carried
away out of the house; but she had felt uncannily peaceful
to see the visitors go.

moved towards the door.   "I have men
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